PLANNING COMMISSION

Special Meeting

April 14, 2011
Homeowner’s Lounge, BTI
MINUTES

1.  CALL TO ORDER
Charlene Arneson called the meeting to order at   7:00 pm
2.  OPENING CEREMONY
Charlene Arneson led the Pledge of Allegiance.

3.  ROLL CALL
Commission members present and establishing a quorum:

Jerry Vandergriff
  Seat A

Present
Rob Cone-Clark
  Seat B

Present
Ed Hedges
  Seat C

Present
Walter Finke                     Seat D             Present
Charlene Arneson             Seat E

Present

 ADMINISTRATION PRESENT

Robert Prunella, City Manager
Scott Korbe, Director of Public Works

  PUBLIC PRESENT – 
Dyanna Barnes
4.  APPROVAL OF REGULAR MEETING AGENDA
MOTION:  Jerry Vandergriff made the motion to approve the Special Meeting Agenda of 04/14/2011 as written
SECOND.
Rob Cone-Clark seconded the motion.
     DISCUSSION: 
     VOTE:  Motion passed unanimously.
5.  APPROVAL OF MINUTES
A. March 8, 2011 Regular Meeting Minutes:
MOTION: Jerry Vandergriff moved to approve the regular minutes of March 8, 2011 with a correction on page two of the name Luiken. 
SECOND: Rob Cone-Clark seconded the motion
VOTE: Motion passed unanimously.
6.  ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS
A.  Robert Prunella – City Manager-

Bob has been spending a lot of time working on the Harbor Project, along with a trip to Washington DC to lobby for current and future funding.

Walt asked where we were at on the schedule for the Harbor Project.  Bob said that for the most part, the project is on schedule.  The Dredging must be done by midnight on the 30th of April.  Contractors were switched Alaska Excavators to move the soil to the head of the bay, because Harris Sand and Gravel wanted way too much money to do it. Bob stated that the sheen on the harbor is not due to this project.  The water is clean inside the booms of the project area. 
Charlene asked how close we are to having parking by Memorial Day.  Scott said that construction is being collapsed as the project progresses.  There is a 70 percent chance that parking will be available by May 25th and that the contractor will have the sidewalk replaced.

Jerry asked what will happen to the slabs of concrete that were removed from the boat ramp.  Scott said that it has already been removed since the City did not see any intrinsic value in retaining that material.

Dyanna Barnes asked if the local businesses are going to be able to open for the first cruise ship arrival on May 15th.
Scott has already spoken with the businesses and made an agreement.  The only businesses in the construction zone are the Harbor Store and AVIS.  We have a timetable to give access to these businesses as to not interrupt services.
Charlene asked about restoring telephone and cable network to the harbor.  Scott said that Kelly with Yukontel has spoken with Everett, the Inspector about restoring services.  There is a J-Box next to the proposed gangway so the services can be run.
B. Scot Korbe, Director of Public Works–
The Head of the Bay project is underway.  They are crushing gravel and they are also doing the material haul for the Harbor Project.  The Harbor Project is still moving forward.  Pruhs should be back and working in late May or early June to start back again on the Shotgun Cove Road Project.  WH Pacific is working on the final design and right-of—way acquisitions for the Blackstone phase of Shotgun Cove Road.  There will be another set of construction in town; Great Pacific is going to put a drain line from the egg room in the P-12 building across the street to their facility.  It has to do with Clean Water.  We can’t have the potential of eggs going into our septic system and discharge.  They have to be ground.   This is just preventative, we have not had any issues.
Charlene asked if there are any updates on Smitty’s Cove and WH Pacific.  Scott has no new information to report.
7. NEW BUSINESS 
a. City Zoning Administrator Appointment:
Robert Prunella recommended that Terri (Teresa) Wilson be appointed as City Zoning Administrator.  There will be a learning curve, but Terri will do a great job at it.  Bob can start training next week.

MOTION:  Jerry Vandergriff made the motion to recommend to the City Council that Teresa Wilson be appointed as City Zoning Administrator.

SECOND:   Walt Finke seconded the motion.

VOTE:        The vote passed unanimously.

DISCUSSION:  None
b. State of Alaska Right of Way Plat Approval:
Bob explained how it works.  He got all of the history on this plat.  According to the WMC, the City Zoning Administrator needs to approve the request and then take it to the Planning Commission for approval, then it goes to the State of Alaska and it’s over.  The land is then recorded and we’ll get a copy of the Mylar.  Scott explained that the road alignment changed as the property changed hands from Marston.  This is merely a permanent record of what transpired.  
MOTION:  Jerry Vandergriff made the motion to rescind the vote to have a public hearing on the Whittier Access Improvement Portage Lake to Whittier.
SECOND:  Walt seconded the motion
VOTE:  The vote passed unanimously
DISCUSSION:  Rob wanted to make sure that this does not affect access to the RS-2477 trail that leads over the mountain.  Charlene confirmed that is does not affect the trail.  Charlene invited Rob Cone-Clark to the PWS RAC Meeting that will be held this Friday and Saturday, to share his concern.
MOTION:  Jerry Vandergriff made the motion that the Planning Commission approves the Right-of-way acquisition plat for the Whittier Access Improvement, Portage Lake to Whittier project # STP- 0496(3)/59841/52374

SECOND:  Rob Cone-Clark seconded the motion.

VOTE:  The vote passed unanimously.

DISCUSSION:  
Bob stated that this item does not need to be reviewed again by the Planning & Zoning Commission.  We need to write a letter with two approvals and attach the motion and it is complete.
8.   UNFINISHED BUSINESS
a. Review of Comprehensive Plan:
Charlene will put Bob Prunella in touch with Suzanne Taylor with WH Pacific to accomplish the entire project.  Bob agreed.
b. Review of Hazardous Mitigation Plans:
Charlene talked to Dave Schofield today.  He is looking at the candles for the harbor.  There is a cable that VonWichman owns that is not in the Hazardous Mitigation Plan.  Dave and Charlene are working together with the necessary authorities to address that issue.  
c. Coastal Zone Management Program – Seward Tidelands Park: 
Jerry Vandergriff talked to the director of Parks and Recreation in Seward.  He hopes that he will have the ordinance from 1965-65 to present at the next meeting.
d. Zoning – Head of Passage Canal:
Per Charlene, the area is zoned industrial.  Charlene has not heard what is happening with Shakespeare Creek.  She knows of current political battles that are holding some projects captive.  

Bob suggested that this be a project that The Zoning Administrator looks at for a first project.
e. Zoning – Cliffside Marina:
Nothing new to report.  Project for the Zoning Administrator.
f. Review of Tideland Zoning:
Nothing new to report.  Project for the Zoning Administrator.
8. PUBLIC COMMENT:   
None 
10.  COMMISSION COMMENTS: 
Walter Finke stated that he tried to use his made up address at the Whittier Manor and it was rejected.  The mail order business insisted that the Whittier Manor is not there.  

Charlene said that she uses 100 Kenai Street with her PO Box as the number.

Charlene stated that HB106 – Coastal Zone Management is currently in house review.  There are a few changes, but not enough that we will have to rewrite our plan.  

11.  NEXT MEETING AGENDA ITEMS:  
Seward Tideland Zoning

Look for City Charter

Coastal Zone Management
Leave unfinished business as is

12.  NEXT MEETING ATTENDANCE PLANS: Tuesday, May 10, 2011 @ 7:00 pm.  Home Owners Lounge, BTI
13.  ADJOURNMENT:  
MOTION: Jerry Vandergriff made the motion to adjourn the meeting.
SECOND: Walter Finke seconded the motion to adjourn.
VOTE:  Motion passed unanimously.
Meeting adjourned at 8:11 pm.
Attest:

Teresa Wilson,                                           Jerry Vandergriff,
Commission Clerk                                     Commission Vice Chairperson
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