PLANNING COMMISSION

Regular Meeting

May 11th, 2010
7:00 PM
Homeowner’s Lounge, BTI
MINUTES

CALL TO ORDER

Charlene Arneson called the meeting to order at   7:01 P.M.

OPENING CEREMONY

Charlene Arneson led the Pledge of Allegiance.

ROLL CALL

Commission members present and establishing a quorum:

Jerry Vandergriff
  Seat A

Present

Rob Cone-Clark
  Seat B

Present

Ed Hedges
  Seat C

Present
Walter Finke                     Seat D             Absent- excused
Charlene Arneson             Seat E

Present

ADMINISTRATION PRESENT
Scott Korbe, Director of Public Works

Becky Clement, Commission Clerk

PUBLIC PRESENT
APPROVAL OF SPECIAL MEETING AGENDA
MOTION:  Jerry Vandergriff made the motion to approve the agenda of the May 11th, 2010 special meeting of the Planning Commission.

SECOND:  Rob Cone-Clark seconded the motion.

VOTE:  Motion passed unanimously.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
A. April 2nd, 2010 Special Meeting Minutes

MOTION: Jerry Vandergriff moved to approve the minutes of the April 2nd, 2010 special meeting of the Planning Commission.

SECOND: Rob Cone-Clark seconded the motion.
VOTE: Motion passed unanimously.

ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS
A. Ed Barrett, Interim City Manager, provided the commission members with a written report.  Jerry Vandergriff stated that he had heard that the City had lost the grant money for the Head of Passage Canal.  A discussion followed.
B. Director of Public Works, Scott Korbe, ---8reported Shoreside Petroleum was still working on their plans and that he last heard it was on the way to the State Fire Marshall for a first review and when that is done, the planning commission will have the opportunity to review and comment to make sure that everything is in good order.  Mr. Korbe stated that he is working with ARRC, Alaska West in a waterline re-design located at the end of Depot Road.  Mr. Korbe said that ARRC has decided to draw up plans in-house and were informed that that was okay but the plans will still need DEC approval and our engineer will review it and have requirements.  
Mr. Korbe said that he had been contacted today by someone looking to buy a lot and start up a business at the end of Kenai Street and Eastern.  The person would like to have a combination business/residence.  The area is zoned residential at this time.  Interested party would have to put in water and sewer.
             Gary Sommerfeld was introduced by Mr. Korbe because Mr. Sommerfeld wants to do a                  remodel above his building on the Harbor View lot including a caretaker quarters.  Mr.                   Korbe explained that Mr. Sommerfeld had followed proper steps to begin work.
             Charlene Arneson redirected the topic to Streets and Parking (item 7. B. on the meeting      agenda).  Mr. Korbe stated that the snow removal and disposal in Whittier is a big issue in the wintertime and that we don’t have the regulations to control citizens to limit their snow removal.  He said that people have been putting their snow in public right-of -ways and that the only recourse he has is through the process of Nuisance Abatement and that involves too much time to be effective.  Mr. Korbe stated that he would like to study the Municipal Ordinances and work out a plan to identify and take care of the problem in the future without having to go through the Nuisance Ordinance process.  Another issue, stated Mr. Korbe, is that of parking in the street in regards to snow removal.  He suggested that we need signage with “no parking” times and consequences if violated.  Mr. Korbe mentioned the lack of designated entrance or egress on private properties along Kenai Street and Billings Street.  The idea that new subdivisions should have these areas designated was brought up and discussed.  Ms. Arneson stated that it is the job of this commission to see where we want to go with the parking issue and suggested letters to lot owners. Parking at the Harbor lot was discussed to have some of the same problems of no established egress and entrance.  Rob Cone-Clark brought forward the idea of passing an ordinance regarding the parking issues.  Scott Korbe suggested that after the snow melts would be a good time to address each property and owner of that property; that we need deal with the issue and protect the property owners by painting the no parking areas red after working out where the driveways, etc. should be.
NEW BUSINESS

 A.  New Residence Permit – Gary Sommerfeld of Phillip’s Cruises and Tours.
Mme. Chair gave the floor over to Mr. Sommerfeld who presented his plan to do remodeling on his building on lot 5A of  Harbor View area to accommodate an employee living quarters (600sq. ft.) while keeping some space for storage, including a loft.  Mr. Sommerfeld said that the plan is still in review with the Fire Marshall.  There are no plans to alter the outside of the building and there would cease to be retail space.  Charlene Arneson noted that installation all fire safety equipment is extremely important.  Commission members went over Mr. Sommerfeld’s drawing and concluded that the plan looked to be within City ordinances provided the Fire Marshall signs off on it.
B.  Review of Comprehensive Plan.
Ms. Arneson asked that commission members go through their copies of the Comprehensive Plan and add notes of needed changes to the document to bring to a future meeting.  It was discussed that the commission may want to meet in workshop format to discuss updates.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS
A.  Review of Tideland Zoning

Still a work in progress.
B.   Zoning – Head of Passage Canal
C.  Zoning -  Cliffside Marina

Still waiting to hear from the attorney.  Jerry Vandergriff noted that Ed Barrett, interim city manager, said that he was going to check on this and that he, once he had cleared up some current legislative business, would begin to schedule some public meetings that this commission discussed at their last meeting (see Feb. 12, 2010 Planning Commission meeting minutes).
D.  Review of Tideland Zoning

No discussion.
PUBLIC COMMENT
None.
COMMISSION COMMENTS

None.
ADJOURNMENT
MOTION:  Ed Hedges moved to adjourn the April 2nd special meeting

of the Planning Commission.

SECOND:  Walter Finke seconded the motion.

VOTE:  Unanimous.
Meeting adjourned at 8:__pm.
Attest:

Rebecca Clement,                                                              Charlene Arneson,
Commission Clerk                                                           Commission Chairperson
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