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WHITTIER CITY COUNCIL 

 REGULAR MEETING 
TUESDAY, AUGUST 19, 2008
7:00 PM
COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

P-12 BUILDING
MINUTES
1.
CALL TO ORDER 

Mayor Lunceford called the meeting to order at 7:04 pm.
2.
OPENING CEREMONY 
Mayor Lunceford led the Pledge of Allegiance.
3.
ROLL CALL
A.  Council Members Present: Peter Denmark, Jerry Vandergriff, Lester Lunceford, Dave Goldstein, Pete Heddell, Becky Cotner
B.  Council Members Absent:  Juan Cardenas
Mayor Lunceford stated that neither he nor the administration had received an email from Councilor Cardenas.
Mayor Lunceford entertained a motion to give Councilor Cardenas an excused absence.

Hearing none Mayor Lunceford stated that Councilor Juan Cardenas was unexcused from tonight’s meeting.

C.  Excused Absence:  None
D.   Administration Present:  Brenda Krol, City Clerk; Mark Earnest, City Manager
Others present included:  Ed Barrett, Gregg Hanson, Becky Clement, Dave Beam, Charlie Eldridge, and Marilynn Heddell
4.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES
A.
15 July 2008, Regular Meeting Minutes
Jerry Vandergriff stated that on page 6 of 7, the 6th paragraph down under Council Discussion needs to be corrected to read Jerry Vandergriff instead of Jerry Protzman.
Jerry Vandergriff stated that on Page 7 of 7, the 3rd and 4th paragraph Alaska Recreational Management needs to be changed to read Passage Canal Development.

Dave Goldstein stated that paragraph 6 on page 7 of 7 needs to be corrected to include the intersection in the harbor loop area.

MOTION:  Jerry Vandergriff made a motion to approve the regular meeting minutes of July 15th 2008 as amended.
SECONDED:  Dave Goldstein seconded the motion.

VOTE:   Motion passed unanimously.

5.  APPROVAL OF REGULAR MEETING AGENDA 
Agenda item 11A was removed because Jeremy Lancaster was unable to make it.

Resolution #905-08 was added as agenda item 13E.

MOTION:  Jerry Vandergriff made a motion to approve the regular meeting agenda as amended.
SECONDED:  Peter Denmark seconded the motion.
VOTE:  Motion passed unanimously.
6.  
MAYOR’S REPORT – MAYOR LESTER LUNCEFORD
A.  
Mayor Report – Mayor Lunceford
Mayor Lunceford gave a brief report of the last Chamber of Commerce meeting.

Mayor Lunceford stated that it is looking like we are going to be having 16 hours a day for the winter months as far as the tunnel schedule is concerned.

Mayor Lunceford stated that it would probably be 7am until 11 pm with the last opening coming in at 10:30pm. 
B.  Vice Mayor Report – Jerry Vandergriff
None
C.  Other Reports on Commissions and Projects

   1.  Planning and Zoning

None

   2.  Port and Harbor
None
7.    CITY MANAGER’S REPORT 
A.   City Manager Report – Mark Earnest
See City Manager’s written report in original council packet.
Mark Earnest updated Council on the progress on the Emergency Watershed Protection Project; he stated that he has been working with individuals in Kenai on this.
Mark Earnest stated that the City did submit a request through the Department of Environmental Conservation for the design funding for well house relocation.
Mark Earnest stated that included in the packets is an update report from Dave Wood on the Shotgun Cove Road Project.

Mark Earnest stated that there have been some delays associated with equipment. 
Dave Goldstein stated that we have projects that have been in place for years that are falling into disrepair.  
Dave Goldstein urged the council and administration to find a solution.  He has seen the public bathrooms near the harbor and has gone into them and they are pretty disgusting.

Dave Goldstein stated that the brush on the Horsetail Falls trail needs to be cut; it has grown over the trail.

Peter Denmark followed up from the last meeting on a percentage report of legal fees.
Mark Earnest stated that he would get that report to Council.

B. Assistant City Manager Report – Rick Harwell
See written report in council packet
Rick Harwell introduced new employee Becky Clement, Commission Clerk.

Mayor Lunceford welcomed Becky Clement on half of the City Council.

C. Finance Report for July 2008

See written memo and revenue & expense report in council packet

D. Director Reports

1. Harbor – Ed Barrett

See written report in council packet

Ed Barrett gave a brief update on the measures the harbor has taken to collect past due money owed the harbor.  He stated that when someone is 30 days late they will get a bill that reads “past due”, when they are over 60 days they will get a certified letter warning them that if they get over 90 days past due that their property would be seized for public auction.

2. Public Safety – Bob Haskell

See written report in council packet

Rick Harwell announced that the City had hired two seasonal paramedics to work on a rotation schedule.

3. Public Works – Gregg Hanson
See written report in council packet
Gregg Hanson stated that he did not have anything to add to his written report and he welcomed any questions.

Peter Denmark, following up from the last council meeting asked what the status was on the painted direction to the pedestrian tunnel.

Gregg Hanson stated that there were numerous discussions with administration regarding that issue and there were liability concerns that have not yet been resolved.

8.
CITIZEN’S COMMENTS ON AGENDA ITEMS NOT SCHEDULED FOR PUBLIC HEARING
None
9.
CONSENT CALENDAR
None
10.
PUBLIC HEARINGS (NON-ORDINANCE)

None
11.
PRESENTATIONS

None
12. ORDINANCES

A.  Introduction (first reading)
None
B.  Public Hearings (second reading)
1.  #539-08 – An ordinance of the City Council of the City of Whittier, Alaska designating Smitty’s Cove Marine Park

MOTION:  Jerry Vandergriff made a motion to open the public hearing on ordinance #539-08.

SECONDED:  Becky Cotner seconded the motion.

VOTE:  Jerry Vandergriff:  Yes, Becky Cotner: Yes, Pete Heddell:  Yes, Dave Goldstein:  Yes, Lester Lunceford:  Yes, Peter Denmark:  Yes.
Motion passed 6-0.

Mayor Lunceford opened the public hearing on ordinance #539-08.
Vice Mayor Vandergriff stated that he had received one email from Mr. Jim Lima who had attended the public comment portion of the Planning Commission but is in California tonight and unable to attend.

Vice Mayor Vandergriff stated that Council should have a copy of Mr. Lima’s written comment.

Hearing no further comments Mayor Lunceford entertained a motion to close the public hearing on ordinance #539-08.
MOTION:  Jerry Vandergriff made a motion to close the public hearing on ordinance #539-08.

SECONDED:  Becky Cotner seconded the motion.

VOTE:  Motion passed unanimously.

MOTION:  Jerry Vandergriff made a motion to adopt ordinance #539-08.

SECONDED:  Becky Cotner seconded the motion.

DISCUSSION:  Mark Earnest stated for the record that the Planning Commission did consider this ordinance and recommends passage of ordinance #539-08.

VOTE:  Motion passed unanimously.
13.
RESOLUTIONS
A. #901-08 – A resolution accepting the City of Whittier 2007 audit prepared by Mikunda, Cottrell & Co.
MOTION:  Jerry Vandergriff made a motion to adopt resolution #901-08

SECONDED:  Pete Heddell seconded the motion.

VOTE:  Motion passed unanimously.
B.
#902-08 – A resolution authorizing the City Manager to open a Parking Reserve Account with the Alaska Municipal League Investment Pool (AMLIP)
MOTION:  Jerry Vandergriff made a motion to adopt resolution #902-08

SECONDED:  Dave Goldstein seconded the motion.

VOTE:  Motion passed unanimously.
C.
#903-08 – A resolution authorizing the City Manager to move funds from the General Account into the respective AMLIP Reserve Accounts (General, Harbor, Parking and Water/Sewer)
MOTION:  Jerry Vandergriff made a motion to adopt resolution #903-08

SECONDED:  Peter Denmark seconded the motion.

VOTE:  Motion passed unanimously.

D. #904-08 – A resolution authorizing the Assistant City Manager to represent the City and vote the City of Whittier’s Proxies at the Begich Towers Annual Homeowners meeting
MOTION:  Jerry Vandergriff made a motion to adopt resolution #904-08

SECONDED:  Becky Cotner seconded the motion.

VOTE:  Motion passed unanimously.

E. #905-08 – A  resolution authorizing the City Manager to enter into a grant agreement and operation and maintenance agreement with the United States Department of Agriculture Natural Resources Conservation Service for the Emergency Watershed Protection Project at Whittier Creek.
MOTION:  Jerry Vandergriff made a motion to adopt resolution #905-08

SECONDED:  Pete Heddell seconded the motion.

VOTE:  Motion passed unanimously.

14.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS
A.
Old AMHS terminal building
Mark Earnest stated that he had communications with the owner of the AMHS building and he kept assuring him that he has a plan to get that building moved but circumstances kept delaying him on being able to follow through with the plan.

Mark Earnest stated that he did tell the owner the last time he talked with him that Council has let this thing go for quite some time but are running out of extensions and that it needs to be dealt with once and for all.

15.
NEW BUSINESS
None
16.
COUNCIL DISCUSSION
Dave Goldstein mentioned the importance of council member’s attendance at the meetings and workshops.

17.
CITIZENS’ DISCUSSION
Dave Beam introduced himself to the Council, he stated that he lives in Girdwood and is a commercial fisherman and has had a boat in the harbor for over 20 years.

Dave Beam expressed his interest in an annual transient moorage agreement.  He stated that he would like to home base the boat in Whittier but the daily and monthly rate does not work for him.
There was some brief discussion regarding the wait list and moorage in the harbor.

18. COUNCIL AND ADMINISTRATION RESPONSE TO CITIZENS’ COMMENTS
Councilor Peter Denmark suggested to Dave Beam that he put his comments in writing and take it to the Port and Harbor Commission and from there it would go to Council.

Councilor Dave Goldstein suggested to Dave Beam that he put his name on the waiting list.

Dave Beam stated that he would probably be retired by the time his name came up on the wait list.

Dave Beam stated that he has talked to the Harbormaster about that and he still does not understand the connection between the unfairness to people who are on the wait list, he is not on the wait list and he is not looking for a permanent slip and by having a transient slip he stated that he does not understand how he is taking a spot away from someone on the wait list.

Dave Beam asked how the wait list process worked.  He asked how a slip becomes available for a person on the wait list.

Harbormaster Ed Barrett began to explain to Mr. Beam the process.

Mayor Lunceford apologized to Mr. Beam and stated that this kind of discussion really needs to be done at the harbormaster’s office and he suggested to Mr. Beam that he schedule a time to meet with Ed Barrett.

19.
COUNCIL DIRECTION TO CITY MANAGER
None
20.  EXECUTIVE SESSION

MOTION:  Jerry Vandergriff moved to go into executive session at 8:29 pm per WMC 2.06.023 for subjects that tend to prejudice the reputation and character of any person, provided the person has been consulted and has not requested a public discussion.
SECONDED:  Peter Denmark seconded the motion.
VOTE:  Motion passed unanimously

Mayor Lunceford stated that the Council was going to go into executive session and asked that everyone excuse them including the City Clerk and the City Manager.

MOTION:  Jerry Vandergriff moved to go back into regular session at 10:19 pm.
SECONDED:  Pete Heddell seconded the motion.
VOTE:  Motion passed unanimously

Mayor Lunceford stated for the record that the Council went into executive session to discuss matters of administration and certain projects not being completed in and around town.
21.  ADJOURNMENT
MOTION:  Jerry Vandergriff moved to adjourn the meeting at 10:20 pm
SECONDED:  Becky Cotner seconded the motion.
VOTE:  Motion passed unanimously
Attest:
____________________________

            _______________________________

Brenda Krol







            Lester Lunceford

City Clerk







            Mayor
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