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WHITTIER CITY COUNCIL 

 REGULAR MEETING 
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 17, 2009
7:00 PM
COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

P-12 BUILDING
MINUTES 
1.
CALL TO ORDER 

Mayor Lunceford called the meeting to order at 7:06 pm. 
2.
OPENING CEREMONY 
Mayor Lunceford led the Pledge of Allegiance.
3.
ROLL CALL
A.  Council Members Present: Peter Denmark, Jerry Vandergriff, Lester Lunceford, Juan Cardenas, Mary Brenneman, Shannon Tolman, Becky Cotner
B.  Council Members Absent:  None
C.  Excused Absence:  None 
D.   Administration Present:  Brenda Krol, City Clerk; Mark Earnest, City Manager
Others present included:  Dave Goldstein, Bonnie Lymer, Cheryl Dalena, Fred Whittingham, Gregg Hanson, Ed Barrett, Ed Hedges, Tindi Mae, Bonifacio Rojas-Paz, Bill Lathan, Ben Cottle, Jeff Nelson
4.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES
None
5.  APPROVAL OF REGULAR MEETING AGENDA 
Agenda items 4A and B and 12B were removed from the agenda

MOTION:  Jerry Vandergriff made a motion to approve the regular meeting agenda as amended.
SECONDED: Mary Brenneman seconded the motion.
VOTE:   Motion passed unanimously.
6.  
MAYOR’S REPORT – MAYOR LESTER LUNCEFORD
A.  
Mayor Report – Mayor Lunceford
Mayor Lunceford stated that as most everyone knows on January 20th we had some kayakers in Prince William Sound that were calling 911.  One kayaker was capsized and the other two were being swamped by high waves.  
Mayor Lunceford stated we had foul weather that day and it could have really turned into a tragic day for both the kayakers and for those who rescued the kayakers.

Mayor Lunceford presented the following individuals with letters of commendation.

Officer Fred Whittingham

Ed Barrett

Gregg Hanson

Jeff Nelson

Mayor Lunceford stated that if it wasn’t for the efforts of these four gentlemen things that happened that day probably wouldn’t have gone as smooth as it did.  The 911 call came in with a report that a kayaker had flipped out here between here and the glacier across the bay and the first report that came in it was reported that the incident was near Smitty’s Cove when in fact it was several hundred yards out from Smitty’s Cove.  
Mayor Lunceford stated that our police department responded and put other on task and before you know it we had the harbor skiff going out for the rescue as well as Larry Gilman and his crew in his vessel “Moonraker”.

Mayor Lunceford stated that for public record he is giving each one of the above individuals a letter for their department.

Mayor Lunceford read the letter aloud as follows:

This letter is personally commending you and your staff for your selfless service on the afternoon of January 20th 2009 when you prepared to assist with some kayakers in distress.  With weather conditions unfit for anyone to be on Passage Canal several paddlers had set in motion a series of events leading to your commendable actions.  

During severe weather conditions your effort as a team resulted in a triple rescue that was near catastrophic.  You and your staff demonstrated team work, patience and concern for human life.  

We are proud to say that we have such diligent caring employees such as you as part of our emergency response efforts in Whittier.
We commend and thank you for working as a united team resulting in a safe rescue for human life.

Thank you.

Mayor Lester Lunceford
Everyone applauded

Mayor Lunceford stated that he also had letters for Larry Gilman but he is not here today but he will make sure that he gets his letter to him as well as his two deckhands.
Mayor Lunceford stated that he would like to thank Bonifacio and Tindi.  These two gentlemen did go out in the harbor skiff and from watching from the 14th floor of BTI he watched how they went out to save this overturned kayaker and watching the waves crash up over the bow of the skiff nearly drowning both of the individuals.  
Mayor Lunceford stated that it is sad that we had to resort in that kind of a rescue, putting our own people at risk but had they not the kayaker probably would have died because he was already in the water for close to a half an hour or more.

Mayor Lunceford stated that it gives him great honor to present these two certificates to Bonifacio and Tindi.

Everyone applauded.

Mayor Lunceford asked Dave Goldstein to stand up and give us an updated report on one of our residents that has fallen ill.
Dave Goldstein stated that Pete Heddell was in the hospital recovering from surgery and gave a brief update on his condition.
B.  Vice Mayor Report – Jerry Vandergriff
None
C.  Commission Reports
Mark Earnest reported that there is a Corps of Engineers open house scheduled for 7pm on Thursday, February 19th at the school.

The open house is to discuss the navigation improvement project, watershed project here in Whittier. 

Mark Earnest encouraged anyone that is interested to attend, he stated that the Corps of Engineers was looking for comments and input.
Planning 
Mark Earnest stated that the Planning Commission met last week and they have draft city wide maps that they have been working on for the last several months. 
Mark Earnest stated that this is the first time that Whittier has had digitized maps with property ownership and zoning.  They are available at the City office for anyone to take a look at.

Mark Earnest stated that the Planning Commission’s next project is to do one for all of the leases in Whittier.

Port and Harbor

Ed Barrett announced that the Port and Harbor is scheduled to meet Saturday, February 21st and the agenda is still being worked on.
7.    CITY MANAGER’S REPORT 
A.   City Manager Report – Mark Earnest
Mark Earnest gave a brief update on where the city is with the Federal and State Legislative Congressional priorities.
B.  Finance Report for January 2009
Mark Earnest stated that he has received the January 2009 Finance Report but he is going through it right now, there are a few corrections that need to be made in the formatting.  
Mark Earnest stated that he would distribute it to council after the corrections are made.

Mark Earnest stated that the year end report should be ready for Council by the next meeting. 
8.
CITIZEN’S COMMENTS ON AGENDA ITEMS NOT SCHEDULED FOR PUBLIC HEARING
Ed Hedges asked if there were any answers to his questions from last week.
Mayor Lunceford remembered that Council was waiting for Ed Barrett to be present to answer Ed Hedges questions.
Ed Hedges asked if the Harbor was requiring insurance from all of the boaters, including daily transients and people using the launch ramps.

Ed Barrett answered that the harbor was requiring proof of insurance from their tenant customers; they are not requiring proof of insurance from those using the boat ramp or people using the facilities as an overnight facility.

Ed Barrett stated that the policy that he had put in place is the standard of the industry, there is not a marina on the west coast that he is aware of that doesn’t require proof of insurance for their contractual tenants.
Ed Barrett stated that he is behind the policy that he is enforcing but he is certainly willing to listen to any arguments or comments.
Ed Hedges stated that he knows from experience that the harbor’s annual transients and bertholders are not the ones that are sinking in the harbor as often as the daily transients. 

Ed Hedges stated that they are also not the ones that are running into other boats.

Ed Hedges told Ed Barrett that the harbor was punishing the ones that are not causing the problems.

Ed Barrett replied to Ed Hedges and stated that if he was advocating the notion that he would enter into a contractual agreement with someone that is uninsured he cannot agree with that.

Ed Barrett continued by stating that it is impossible for him to require insurance for people who are in the harbor on a daily basis.  
Mr. Barrett told Mr. Hedges that he hears what he is saying but it is not practical.

There was some further discussion regarding the harbor policies.

Mayor Lunceford interrupted and announced that there would be a Port and Harbor meeting on Saturday.

Ed Hedges stated that he would attend.

Mayor Lunceford thanked Ed Hedges for coming to tonight’s Council meeting with his concerns and asked him to bring his concerns to the Port and Harbor Commission and if he doesn’t have any luck there to schedule an appointment with the City Manager.
9.
CONSENT CALENDAR
None
10.
PUBLIC HEARINGS (NON-ORDINANCE)

None
11.
PRESENTATIONS

A.  Bill Lathan – Hydro Electric Power

Bill Lathan gave a brief presentation on a Hydro Electric Power project that he is interesting in bringing to Whittier.

Bill Lathan stated that time is of the essence; he also stated that he had written a letter to the Governor but that he still needs the City’s permission for the land use.
Mayor Lunceford thanked Mr. Lathan for coming in and giving his presentation and stated that he would be more than happy to entertain a workshop.
Mark Earnest stated that the City has had two or three other interested parties in this and the City would probably want to go through a more formalized process so that the proposals can come in and be evaluated and then have a technical committee review the proposals to follow due diligence.
Shannon Tolman suggested that Bill Lathan and Mark Earnest get together and go over the permits and the paperwork that Mr. Lathan has prior to scheduling a Council workshop.
Mayor Lunceford agreed and told Mr. Lathan that he knows that he has been through this before but he asked that he get with the City Manager to go over the permits.

12. ORDINANCES

A.  Introduction (first reading)
None
B.  Public Hearing (second reading)
None
13.
RESOLUTIONS
None 
14.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS

A.  Leases
1.  Hobo Bay

2.  Swiftwater Seafood
Mark Earnest suggested leaving this on here until he gets confirmation back from the leaseholders to make sure that there are no remaining issues that need to come before Council.

15.
NEW BUSINESS
None
16.
COUNCIL DISCUSSION
Mayor Lunceford began by announcing that he and Mark Earnest had gone to Juneau and managed to get the funding for the extended tunnel hours converted over to the operating budget of DOT so we should be seeing extended tunnel hours again next year.
17.
CITIZENS’ DISCUSSION
None
18. COUNCIL AND ADMINISTRATION RESPONSE TO CITIZENS’ COMMENTS
None
19.
COUNCIL DIRECTION TO CITY MANAGER

None
20.
EXECUTIVE SESSION
MOTION:  Jerry Vandergriff made a motion to go into executive session for subjects that tend to prejudice the reputation and character of any person, provided the person has been consulted and has not requested a public discussion.
SECONDED:  Juan Cardenas seconded the motion.
VOTE:  Motion passed unanimously
Council went into executive session at approximately 8:05 pm

MOTION:  Jerry Vandergriff made a motion to go into regular session at approximately 9:20 pm
SECONDED:  Becky Cotner seconded the motion.
VOTE: Jerry Vandergriff:  Yes, Becky Cotner:  Yes, Shannon Tolman:  Yes, Mary Brenneman:  Yes, Juan Cardenas:  Yes, Lester Lunceford:  Yes, Peter Denmark:  Yes.
Motion passed 7-0.

Mayor Lunceford stated for the record that the Council went into executive session to discussion matters pertaining to EMS and Fire Department personnel issues.
Peter Denmark asked that the record reflect that the Fire Department member that was being discussed resigned during the executive session.
MOTION:  Peter Denmark made a motion to accept the fire department member’s resignation that took place in the executive session.
SECONDED:  Jerry Vandergriff seconded the motion.
VOTE: Peter Denmark:  Yes, Jerry Vandergriff:  Yes, Lester Lunceford:  Yes, Juan Cardenas:  No, Mary Brenneman:  Yes, Shannon Tolman:  No, Becky Cotner:  Yes.

Motion passed 5-2.

MOTION:  Peter Denmark made a motion directly to the contacts of the executive session that the City either has Mr. Chadwick come in and speak to these issues specifically or via correspondence with the City Manager to bring us the information that way.
SECONDED:  Mary Brenneman seconded the motion.

DISCUSSION:  Vice Mayor Vandergriff told Councilor Denmark that the one thing that concerns him about that is that the two opposing views of what Mr. Chadwick said one of them is the City Manager so he thinks that if Bill Chadwick cannot come here himself then Council would need a third party.
Peter Denmark agreed with Jerry Vandergriff and added to his motion that if Bill Chadwick will not come in and address the Council to these issues then Council will in a timely fashion find another vehicle to garner this information.
VOTE: Peter Denmark:  Yes, Mary Brenneman:  Yes, Shannon Tolman:  Yes, Becky Cotner:  Yes, Juan Cardenas:  Yes, Lester Lunceford:  Yes, Jerry Vandergriff:  Yes.
Motion passed 7-0.
MOTION:  Peter Denmark made a motion to overturn a council vote to bring in some California paramedic that was going to come and assist us.
SECONDED: Jerry Vandergriff seconded the motion.
DISCUSSION:  Shannon Tolman stated that the department is down to one now and we don’t even have trained personnel to run the ambulance.
There was some brief discussion on the City’s history with volunteer EMT and Fire Department Personnel.

VOTE:  Peter Denmark:  Yes, Jerry Vandergriff:  Yes, Becky Cotner:  Yes, Shannon Tolman:  No, Mary Brenneman:  Yes, Lester Lunceford:  Yes, Juan Cardenas:  No.
Motion passed 5-2.

MOTION:  Peter Denmark made a motion that the Fire Chief supplies for all Fire Department vehicles a maintenance schedule and a ready status, an inventory of all equipment and its maintenance and replacement schedule, and an ongoing current roster of the Fire Department and EMS personnel and their level of training.
SECONDED: Becky Cotner seconded the motion.
VOTE:  Motion passed unanimously.
Peter Denmark stated that he was under the impression that the first reading on the ordinance to change the day of the regular council meetings never received a second and also the ordinance regarding additional sales tax on rental cars he thought was supposed to be on tonight’s agenda.
Mark Earnest stated that the rental car ordinance was not to be an urgent priority in terms of getting it brought forward to the City Council because it was not going to take effect until next year.

Mark Earnest stated that he does have a draft that he can bring forward.
Brenda Krol stated that she recalled the alcohol and bed tax ordinance and the parking impact fee ordinance not passing because one did not get a motion for introduction and the other did not receive a second and she stated that she would check on the ordinance changing the day of the regular council meeting.

Peter Denmark stated that the volunteer services are so crucial to this town that we have to find a way to make it work.
MOTION:  Juan Cardenas made a motion to appoint Councilor Tolman liaison between forming the Volunteer Fire Department and administration.

DISSCUSSION:  Juan Cardenas stated that we need more communication and that was very apparent during the executive session.
SECONDED: Peter Denmark seconded the motion.
VOTE:  Motion passed unanimously.
Mayor Lunceford allowed comment from the Citizen’s.
Cheryl Dalena stated that there should be no need for a liaison and she told the Council that they should be able to trust the person that they have assigned as their leader of the Fire and EMS Department.

21.  ADJOURNMENT

MOTION:  Mary Brenneman moved to adjourn the meeting at 9:50pm
SECONDED:  Juan Cardenas seconded the motion.
VOTE:  Motion passed unanimously
Attest:
____________________________

            _______________________________

Brenda Krol







            Lester Lunceford
City Clerk







            Mayor
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