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WHITTIER CITY COUNCIL  
 REGULAR MEETING 
TUESDAY, JANUARY 20, 2009
7:00 PM
COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

P-12 BUILDING
MINUTES
1.
CALL TO ORDER 

Mayor Lunceford called the meeting to order at 7:04 pm.  
2.
OPENING CEREMONY 
Mayor Lunceford led the Pledge of Allegiance.
3.
ROLL CALL  
A.  Council Members Present: Jerry Vandergriff, Lester Lunceford, Juan Cardenas, Mary Brenneman, Shannon Tolman and Becky Cotner
Mayor Lunceford stated that he had received an email from Councilor Denmark asking to be excused from tonight’s council meeting.
MOTION:  Juan Cardenas made a motion to excuse Peter Denmark from tonight’s council meeting.
SECONDED:  Jerry Vandergriff seconded the motion
VOTE:   Motion passed unanimously.

B.  Council Members Absent:  Peter Denmark

C.  Excused Absence:  Peter Denmark
D.   Administration Present:  Brenda Krol, City Clerk; Mark Earnest, City Manager
Others present included:  Philip Johnston, Gregg Hanson, Ed Barrett, Fred Whittingham, RC Collin, Ben Cottle, Rod Pfleiger, Larry Gilman, John Binkley, Jeff Nelson
4.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES
A.
05 November 2008, Special Meeting Minutes
MOTION:  Shannon Tolman made a motion to approve the November 5th 2008 special meeting minutes as written.
SECONDED:  Jerry Vandergriff seconded the motion
VOTE:   Motion passed unanimously.

B.
24 November 2008, Special Meeting Minutes 
MOTION:  Shannon Tolman made a motion to approve the November 24th 2008 special meeting minutes as written.
SECONDED:  Mary Brenneman seconded the motion
VOTE:   Motion passed unanimously.

5.  APPROVAL OF REGULAR MEETING AGENDA 
Agenda Item 7C finance report should be for December 2008 instead of November 2008.
Fire Department Report was added as agenda item 7D.

Agenda Item 12A 2, ordinance #547-09 was amended to combine the bed tax and the alcohol tax.
Agenda Item 12A 3 and 12A 4 was removed 

Resolution # 926-09 was added as Agenda Item 13A.

Agenda Item #14B 1 and 2 Leases was removed.
Agenda Item 15B was added Discussion of regularly scheduled council meeting.
MOTION:  Shannon Tolman made a motion to approve the regular meeting agenda as amended.
SECONDED:  Juan Cardenas seconded the motion.
VOTE:  Shannon Tolman:  Yes, Juan Cardenas:  Yes, Jerry Vandergriff:  Yes, Lester Lunceford:  Yes, Becky Cotner:  Yes, Mary Brenneman:  Yes.
Motion passed 6-0.
6.
  MAYOR’S REPORT 

A.  Mayor Report – Lester Lunceford
Mayor Lunceford stated that he had witnessed some heroic efforts today and he will show due recognition at the upcoming meeting in February.

Mayor Lunceford thanked Officer Whittingham for his efforts today in rescuing the kayaker that went overboard.

Mayor Lunceford also thanked Gregg Hanson, Bonifacio Rojas-Paz, Tindi Mae, Ben Cottle, Ed Barrett, and Larry Gilman and his crew.
B.  Vice Mayor Report – Jerry Vandergriff
See written report in original council packet.
Jerry Vandergriff stated that he had nothing to add to his written report.

C.  Commission Reports 


   1.  Planning

None

   2.  Port and Harbor
Ed Barrett gave a brief Port and Harbor report.

Ed Barrett reported that the Port and Harbor Commission had a productive meeting working on the Harbor’s Policy and Procedure Rules and Regulations.

7.    CITY MANAGER’S REPORT 
A.   City Manager Report – Mark Earnest
See written report in original council packet.
Mark Earnest added to his report that he had been working with Western Federal Lands, Federal Highway Administration and the Army Corps of Engineers on submitting the two Whittier projects departmental requests into the stimulias package and both agencies have agreed to support Whittier’s projects in that effort.
B.  Director Reports

      1.  Harbor – Ed Barrett

See written report in council packet
Ed Barrett stated that he had nothing to add to his written report and he welcomed any questions.

Councilor Tolman suggested adding the Harbor Policies and Procedures to the next meeting agenda.

      2.  Public Safety – Fred Whittingham
See written report in council packet

Fred Whittingham stated that he had nothing to add to his written report and he welcomed any questions.

Councilor Tolman asked if the maintenance logs have been started on the equipment.

Fred Whittingham replied “absolutely, files have been created for all three police vehicles.”

      3.  Public Works – Gregg Hanson
See written report in council packet  
Gregg Hanson stated that he had nothing to add to his written report and he welcomed any questions.

C. Finance Report for December 2008

See revenue & expense report in council packet

Mark Earnest stated that there are a number of adjustments that need to be made to the year end report, because there are invoices that we are still continuing to process for 2008 and we may receive some additional revenue.

Mark Earnest reported that the audit is scheduled for early April 2009.
Mark Earnest stated that at this point all of the major funds operated last year in the black.
D.  Fire Department Report – Ben Cottle

See written report in council packet
Ben Cottle read aloud the Fire Department Report.

In the fire department’s report to council the fire volunteer fire department asked the City Council to reunite Fire and Ambulance operations under the Whittier Volunteer Fire Department and for the WVFD to be considered an independent department.
Mark Earnest asked Mr. Cottle if he had discussed the Fire Department issues with Administration, the Acting Public Safety Director and the City Manager.

Ben Cottle replied “no”.

Ben Cottle stated that he had talked with Gregg Hanson briefly but that all of the issues in the report have not been discussed.  

Ben Cottle stated that they are trying to work together but it has not always succeeded.

There was some extensive discussion regarding the need for EMT’s in Whittier, as of the first of the year there were no certified EMT’s operating with the ambulance.
Gregg Hanson gave a brief update on the status of the EMS department.

Ed Barrett state that as soon as it became apparent to administration that there was going to be a change in how the ambulance service was handled Mr. Hanson notified him when he was serving as Acting City Manager and he in turn emailed Council.

Gregg Hanson stated that a memo also went out to Council regarding this issue.

Mark Earnest stated that administration has been working on this issue for quite some time, a very productive round table meeting was held with Jeff Nelson, Councilor Tolman and Ben Cottle.
Mark Earnest stated that he thought that all parties had a very good start in this process, administration agreed on our side that we would do everything we could to help facilitate the process of a volunteer fire department.
Mark Earnest stated that he does not want to get into a back and forth tonight, it is not appropriate.

Mark Earnest stated that he would like to get this process back to a working group to solve any issues or problems.

Mark Earnest suggested scheduling another round table discussion with all parties involved including the community.
There was some brief discussion on getting a paramedic on board as soon as possible.

Mayor Lunceford stated with Council’s permission we could discuss this a little further during Council Discussion.

8.
CITIZEN’S COMMENTS ON AGENDA ITEMS NOT SCHEDULED FOR PUBLIC HEARING
None
9.
CONSENT AGENDA
MOTION:  Jerry Vandergriff made a motion to approve travel for the Mayor and the City Manager to Juneau tentatively scheduled for February 3-6, 2009 and to Washington D.C. for March 7-14, 2009.
SECONDED:  Juan Cardenas seconded the motion.
VOTE:  Jerry Vandergriff:  Yes, Juan Cardenas:  Yes, Lester Lunceford:  Yes, Becky Cotner:  Yes, Shannon Tolman:  Yes, Mary Brenneman:  Yes.
Motion passed 6-0.
10.
PUBLIC HEARINGS (NON-ORDINANCE)

None
11.
PRESENTATIONS

None
12. ORDINANCES

A.  Introduction (first reading)
1.  #546-09 – An ordinance approving an amendment (#5) to the CY 2008 budget of revenue and appropriations as necessary for the budget.
MOTION:  Juan Cardenas made a motion to introduce ordinance #546-09, setting the public hearing date for February 10th 2009.
SECONDED:  Jerry Vandergriff seconded the motion.

VOTE:  Juan Cardenas:  Yes, Jerry Vandergriff:  Yes, Lester Lunceford:  Yes, Mary Brenneman:  Yes, Becky Cotner:  Yes, Shannon Tolman:  Yes
Motion passed 6-0.
2.
#547-09 – An ordinance providing for the levy of a bed tax and alcoholic beverage tax and providing for a referendum election to approve the bed tax and alcoholic beverage tax rate of levy

MOTION:  Jerry Vandergriff made a motion to introduce ordinance #547-09, setting the public hearing date for February 10th 2009.
SECONDED:  Becky Cotner seconded the motion.

VOTE:  Jerry Vandergriff:  Yes, Becky Cotner:  Yes, Shannon Tolman:  Yes, Mary Brenneman:  Yes, Juan Cardenas:  Yes, Lester Lunceford:  Yes
Motion passed 6-0.
3.
#550-09 – An ordinance amending Title 3 of the Whittier Municipal Code to establish a parking impact fee in the City.
MOTION:  Jerry Vandergriff made a motion to introduce ordinance #550-09, setting the public hearing date for February 10th 2009.
SECONDED:  Juan Cardenas seconded the motion.

VOTE:  Jerry Vandergriff:  Yes, Juan Cardenas:  Yes, Mary Brenneman:  Yes, Shannon Tolman:  Yes, Becky Cotner:  Yes, Lester Lunceford:  Yes.

Motion passed 6-0.

B.  Public Hearings (second reading)
None
13.
RESOLUTIONS
A. #926-09 – A resolution urging the Alaska State Legislature in 2009 to modify, based on science, the standards governing the discharge of cruise ship wastewater such that those standards will continue to protect aquatic life and the environment but will not be technologically and financially unreasonable or impractical; and establishing an effective date
MOTION:  Juan Cardenas made a motion to adopt resolution #926-09.
SECONDED:  Jerry Vandergriff seconded the motion.

DISCUSSION: Rod Pfleiger and John Binkley gave a brief explanation of resolution #926-09.
VOTE:  
14.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS
15.
NEW BUSINESS
A.
Tract A – Philip Johnston – Whittier Marine Terminal 
MOTION:  Shannon Tolman made a motion to approve the sales agreement of Tract A between Philip Johnston and the Alaska Railroad Corporation and to direct the City Manager to work with both parties involved to handle this transition.
SECONDED:  Juan Cardenas seconded the motion.

VOTE:  Shannon Tolman:  Yes, Juan Cardenas:  Yes, Mary Brenneman:  Yes, Becky Cotner:  Yes, Lester Lunceford:  Yes, Jerry Vandergriff:  Yes
Motion passed 6-0.

16.
COUNCIL DISCUSSION
17.
CITIZENS’ DISCUSSION
18. COUNCIL AND ADMINISTRATION RESPONSE TO CITIZENS’ COMMENTS
None
19. COUNCIL DIRECTION TO CITY MANAGER
None
20.  EXECUTIVE SESSION

None
21.  ADJOURNMENT
MOTION:  Juan Cardenas moved to adjourn the meeting at 10:13 pm
SECONDED:  Jerry Vandergriff seconded the motion.
VOTE:  Motion passed unanimously
Attest:
____________________________

            _______________________________

Brenda Krol







            Lester Lunceford

City Clerk







            Mayor
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